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Cabinet System

The essence of the Cabinet system lies in the fact that the President is 

the nominal head of the executive, while the Council of Ministers headed 

by the Prime Minister exercises real power.

The Council of Ministers is divided into three tiers, namely, Cabinet 

Ministers, Ministers of State with Independent Charge and Ministers of 

State.

According to the Constitution, ‘The Prime Minister shall be appointed by 

the President’. The other ministers are appointed by the President on the 

advice of the Prime Minister. 

The Cabinet is the inner body within the Council of Ministers, which 

shapes the policy of the government. It is primarily responsible for the 

smooth functioning of the democratic institutions in our country.
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Council of Ministers

1. Appointment of the Prime Minister.

2. Appointment of the Ministers.

3. Formation of the Council of Ministers.

4. Tenure.

5. Collective and Individual responsibility.
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The Prime Minister

1. Appointment of the Prime Minister

2. Powers and Position of the Prime 

Minister.
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Powers of the Prime Minister

1. The Prime Minister and the President.

2. The Prime Minister and the Cabinet.

3. The Prime Minister and the Lok Sabha.

4. The Prime Minister as the leader of the Nation.
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To Remember

1.Appointment and  formation of Council of 

Ministers.

2. Tenure of the Council of Ministers.

3.Position and powers of the Prime Minister.

4. Collective and individual responsibility of the 

members of the Cabinet.

5.Distinction between the Council of Ministers and 

the Cabinet. 
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