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The President and the 
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Academic Year 2020–21
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The President

1. Qualifications for election.

2. Composition of Electoral College.

3. Reason for indirect election.

4. Term of office.

5. Procedure for impeachment.

6. Powers of the President.
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Qualifications 

Article 58 of the Constitution states that in order to be 

elected as President, a person must be:

1. A citizen of India.

2.  35 years of age.

3. Qualified for election as a member of the Lok Sabha.

4. Not holding any office of profit.
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Composition of Electoral 

College

The electoral college comprises:

1. Elected members of both the Houses of Parliament

(MPs).

2. Elected members of the Legislative Assemblies

(MLAs) of states.

3. Elected members of the Legislative Assemblies of

the Union Territories of Delhi and Puducherry.
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The President is the constitutional head of India. The President is the symbolic head 

and the chief executive of the State. The administration of the Union is carried on in his 

name.

The President of India is elected indirectly, i.e. by an electoral college, in accordance 

with the system of proportional representation by means of the single transferable vote.

The President holds office for a period of 5 years from the date on which he enters the 

office.

Article 61 of the Constitution details the process of impeachment. The President can be 

impeached, i.e. removed from office only on account of grave misconduct like violating 

the Constitution.
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Powers of the President

1. Executive.

2. Legislative.

3. Discretionary.

4. Emergency.
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To Remember

1. Qualifications for election.

2. Composition of Electoral College.

3. Reason for indirect election.

4. Term of office.

5. Procedure for impeachment.

6. Powers of the President (executive, legislative, 

discretionary and emergency).
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THANK 

YOU


